
 

 

 

Minutes General Meeting 

Meeting Date  2 May 2022 

Meeting Time 1.00-2.30pm 

Location/venue Mead Hall, Flinders Street Baptist Church, 65 Flinders Street Adelaide. 

Chair  James Vandenberg President  

Attendees  30 members in attendance  

Item  Topic Discussion  Action/Outcome  

  General Housekeeping Covid safe announcement, requirement to use: 
● Masks  

● QR Code  

● Hand Sanitizer 

Safety Evacuation Procedures  

 

1.1 Welcome  Chair opened the meeting with the Welcome to country and advised that Secretary, 
Dianne Baron would be absent for the next three months due to health issues and 
that Lindsay Oxlad would act in that role in the interim. 

Nil 

1.2 Apologies Chair noted apologies from Bob Carmichael, Graham Thomson, Brenton Pain and 
Dianne Baron 

 

1.3 Minutes, General 
Meeting 28 March 2022 

Chair advised that the Minutes, General Meeting 28 March 2022 were available on 
the Association website. 

Nil 

2. Reports    

2.1 Correspondence  
● Acknowledgement 

from Hon Rob 

Lucas MLC 

● Proposed 

correspondence  

Chair presented the correspondence received from the Hon Rob Lucas MLC. 
 
Chair advised that the Executive Committee would be: 

• Drafting a letter of congratulations to the new South Australian Treasurer, 
the Hon Stephen Mulligan MP referencing the content of prior 
communications sent to him from the Association and seeking the 
opportunity to discuss this with him personally. 

• Drafting letters Federal MPS and Senators supporting the National Seniors 
Australia proposal for changes to the aged pension rules to let pensioners 
work so that they don’t lose their entitlements the minute that they work 
more than one day a week. 

• Drafting a letter to the CEO of the Commonwealth Superannuation 
Corporation calling for a closer working relationship with APSS and the 
promotion of APSS membership to its retired members. 

Nil 
 
Secretary to draft 
letters for 
President’s 
signature. 
 



 

2.2 Withdrawal from SA 
Government 
Superannuation 
Federation (SAGSF) 

Chair reported that with the broadening of the APSS member base covering State 
and Commonwealth superannuant members, Executive had decided that APSS 
should resign as a member of the Super Federation.  

Secretary to obtain 
confirmation from 
the President of the 
Super Federation 
and release from 
any financial 
obligations. 

2.3 Advisory Group Update Chair provided an overview of the Advisory Group’s activities indicating that the 
Advisory Group have commenced discussions with the aim of sharing and aligning 
views to confirm joint priorities and that the Advisory Group intend to meet a number 
of times throughout 2022. 
Chair acknowledged the invaluable work and leadership provided by Ray Hickman in 
establishing and managing the Advisory Group. 

Nil 

2.4 Treasurers Report  Treasurer provided an overview of the current financial position acknowledging the 
number of additional donations received. 
 

Nil 

3. Business Arising    

3.1 Identification of future 
Guest Speakers  

Chair advised that the Guest Speaker for the 30 May 2022 meeting had been forced 
to cancel and that he is attempting to secure a replacement from Marion Council to 
speak about their Recycling Initiatives.  
He encouraged all members to provide the Executive Committee information relating 
to any possible future Guest Speakers or presentation topics of interest. 

Recommendations 
of future Guest 
Speakers or 
presentation topics 
to be submitted via 
the Association 
email for 
consideration by 
the Executive 
Committee. 
 

3.2 Newsletter changes Chair noted that in order to reduce the cost associated with the distribution of the 
Newsletter he invited members to consider opting out of receiving a printed copy in 
the mail and instead rely on the copy posted on the Associations website. 

Members to 
consider advising 
the Secretary that 
they no longer wish 
to receive a printed 
copy of the 
Newsletter. 

3.3 Membership Chair advised that total membership for April was 1,690, slightly down from 1,759 in 
March. 
In response to a request from the Membership Officer, the Chair asked that 
members paying their subscriptions in cash to their bank ensure that the Bank 

Members paying 
subscriptions by 
cash to their bank 
to make sure that 



 

Tellers that they transact with writes the member’s name on the deposit form to 
enable the Membership Officer to correctly identify the transaction. 

the bank teller 
writes the 
member’s names 
on the deposit form 
to aid in the correct 
identification of the 
member’s 
transaction. 

4. Guest Speaker 1.20pm    

4.1 Introduction to Retired 
Captain Rod Lovell 

Secretary welcomed and introduced Captain Rod Lovell (author of “From Hero to 
Zero”). 

Rod presented the story behind his book “Hero to Zero”, sharing his experiences as 
the pilot forced to ditch a DC-3 aircraft into Botany Bay after encountering 
mechanical and aeronautical problems with the aircraft just seconds after taking off 
from Sydney Airport. 

He not only shared a candid account of why he chose to ditch the aircraft in the 46 
second that he had to make the decision. He described that instead of earning him 
praise from aviation safety and regulatory authorities he was forced to conduct a 
protracted and expensive legal campaign to not only clear his name and restore his 
reputation but achieve justice. He provided insights into the regulatory failure of the 
relevant authorities that led to the aircraft owner not being held to account for the 

airworthiness of the aircraft and his responsibilities to provide safe travel to public. 

Secretary thanked Rod for a very enlightening and entertaining presentation and 
presented a gift in appreciation. 

 

5 Closing of the Meeting   

5.1 Next Meeting  
 

Chair advised members that the next General Meeting was scheduled for Monday 
30 May 2022. 
 
Guest Speaker: Geoffrey Lindell AM, Emeritus Professor of Law, Adelaide Law 
School, University of Adelaide has unfortunately withdrawn due to health 
issues. 
 
Therefore the Guest Speaker will be advised in due course once finalised 
 
 

 



 

 

Meeting Closed at 2.20pm 

 


