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ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUANTS INC. 

 MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

1:05 pm Monday 28 February 2022 

1. Welcome  

President James Vandenberg acknowledged the traditional ownership of the Kaurna people 

and paid his respect to their elders. 

James welcomed 55 members to the meeting, and welcomed guest speaker Senator Rex 

Patrick. 

2. Apologies 

Secretary Brenton Pain noted that apologies had been received from Richard Bruggemann, 

Trevor Miller, Bill Harte, Bernie Challen, Konrad Wraczynski, Malcolm Thompson, Robin 

Percy and Phil Dutschke. 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of AGM 22 February 2021 

Moved, Lindsay Oxlad, that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 22 February 

2021 be accepted as a correct record. Seconded, Peter Frick. Carried. 

4.   Reports 

James advised that copies of recent correspondence with politicians were available at the 
meeting for members’ information. 
  
In his report to members James noted that despite the challenges of the Covid period over 
the last two years, Association membership remained strong at about 1,700, with this figure 
including about 150 annual members yet to renew.  James noted that it had been very good 
to resume general meetings in 2021, and to present a good range of interesting guest 
speakers.  It had been another successful year for the newsletter, with Peter Frick taking 
over as editor from Ray Hickman and doing a magnificent job. 
 
James invited Treasurer Michael Evans to present the financial report. 
 
Michael presented the financial report for the year ending 31 December 2021 on the 
projector screen for members’ consideration, and explained the more significant changes in 
reported income and expense items compared with the previous year.   
 
Michael noted the low returns on the Association’s term deposits, as compared with the 
approximately $9,000 growth in value of its shares.  Subscription income had been lower in 
2021 than 2020 because of the large number of former SCOA people joining in 2020, but 
other income was higher because of the successful donation campaign in 2021.  Michael 
explained that the donations could have been considerably higher than the $3,600 reported. 
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Hall hire costs had been greater in 2021 because of the suspension of general meetings in 
2020 in the early Covid period. 
 
Michael noted that the auditor was happy with the report, and invited members’ questions.  
There were no questions. 

Moved, Michael Evans, that the financial report for the year ended 31 December 2021 be 
accepted. Seconded, Lindsay Oxlad. Carried. 

James continued with some further comments. The Victorian Sub-Committee was up and 
running with planning under way for the first meeting of Victorian members in Melbourne, 
aiming for the end of March. The Superannuation Advisory Group’s work was underway, 
with its next meeting planned for 16th March. 
 
James expressed his thanks to everyone on the Committee for their work during the year, 
and to Brenton as outgoing Secretary, and introduced Dianne Baron, Charles Tucker and 
Roger Donnelly as nominees for election to the Committee. 

 

5. Election of Officers and Committee 

Michael Sullivan took the chair from James, declared all positions vacant, and read the 
nominations. Michael declared James Vandenberg, as the sole nominee, appointed as 
President. 

James resumed the chair and declared the following appointments, there being no other 
nominations. 

Vice President & Treasurer Michael Evans 

Secretary   Dianne Baron 

Membership Officer  Max Jahn 

Speaker Co-ordinator  Ian Beckingham 

Assistant Secretary  no nomination 

Committee members  Barry Grear, Lindsay Oxlad, Roger Donnelly, Charles Tucker 

6.   Grants of Honorary Life Membership 

Members agreed by consensus to award Honorary Life Membership to Ian Beckingham and 
To Peter Frick for their long and dedicated service to the Association. 

It was moved, Richard Downward, that this appointment be made. Seconded, Lindsay Oxlad. 
Carried.  

Ray Hickman presented Ian Beckingham and Peter Frick with framed certificates recording 
their Honorary Life Membership awards.   

Ray explained the critical role in the Association’s survival over many years of the long list of 
excellent speakers Ian has provided, and Ian’s dedication as a Committee member. Ray 
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discussed Peter’s critical responsibility for the website, another distinctive factor in the 
Association’s success, as well as his important newsletter and Public Officer roles. 

Ian and Peter graciously accepted their Life Membership awards.  

7. Guest Speaker: Senator Rex Patrick  

Brenton Pain introduced Senator Patrick. 

Senator Patrick explained his route into politics from a Naval and defence-related 
background, describing himself as the “accidental Senator”.  He saw his role as creating 
“public interest trouble”, stirring things up in Canberra to get problems solved “one bite at a 
time”.   

Senator Patrick recalled the politically written Governor-General’s speech at the opening of 
the current Parliament: it had all been about “carving up the pie”, with nothing on “how to 
make the pie bigger or tastier”.  Rex Patrick offered four ideas for making the pie bigger and 
tastier. 

The first was to stop just exporting everything and add value in Australia, and reverse the 
downward spiral in manufacturing evident following the closure of Holden.  It was surprising 
how Australia lacked resilience responding to Covid – how would it respond during a time of 
war? 

The second idea was a fair tax system so our children don’t have to cover the tax shortfall 
from 150 companies with combined revenues of $970 billion over the last seven years 
paying no tax. 

The third was to stop giving away Australia’s resources, with the oil and gas sector paying 
virtually no income tax nor petroleum resource rental tax, and often leaving fields partially 
exploited but uneconomic for another user. By contrast Norway’s sovereign wealth fund 
was around $1 trillion.    

Senator Patrick’s fourth proposal was to deal with government waste.  The future 
submarines project had cost billions before its recent cancellation, and the cancelled marine 
helicopters project was $3.5 billion. 

Senator Patrick rounded out his vision for the future by saying that it was important not to 
punish people for getting Covid, and that he had voted against fee increases for an 
education in arts, politics or law: he felt that people needed to be supported in their choices 
of the things they want to do. 

Turning to national security, Rex Patrick compared the Russian invasion of Ukraine with the 
potential for China to attack Taiwan, noting that there were 2024 elections in Taiwan. 

He described Australia’s submarine defence capability as a national security disaster.  The 
2009 white paper had forecast the first submarine’s completion in 2025, and after the 
recent contract cancellation the Prime Minister was saying it would be 2040 for the nuclear 
submarines, a “huge gap”. The future frigates program seemed to be going the same way. 
Rex Patrick felt that conventional, off the shelf submarines, such as a German vessel should 
be acquired at least for the interim. 
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Senator Patrick’s absorbing address was followed by questions and answers on climate 
change, a Federal ICAC, how to train the people to grow the pie, immigration, the prospect 
of nuclear submarine technology becoming available to Australia, how to value-add (look at 
the Singapore Economic Development Board model), and which age group engages in the 
political process. 

Brenton thanked Senator Patrick for his very well received talk.       

Before closing the meeting James thanked Brenton on behalf of the Association for his work 
as Secretary during the past two years, and presented Brenton with a card and gift.  Brenton 
thanked everyone for their kindness. 

Meeting Closed:  2:40 pm approximately 

------------- 


