
SA SUPERANNUANTS –  MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

1:00 pm Monday 22 February 2021 

 

1. Welcome  

Acting President James Vandenberg welcomed 52 members to the meeting. 

2. Apologies 

Claire Withers, Barry Snell, John Eaton, Trevor Miller, Adrian Vicary, Elaine Baskett, Jess 

McMahon 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of AGM 24 February 2020 

Moved, Peter Frick, that the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of 24 February 

2020 be accepted as a correct record. Seconded, Barry Grear. Carried. 

4.   President’s Report 

Acting President James Vandenberg  presented his and outgoing President Peter Fleming’s 
joint report on the Association’s membership, meetings, committee, newsletter and 
finances, a change of name for the Association, and the recent survey of members on key 
directions for the Association.  James’ and Peter’s report acknowledged the passing of Clive 
Brooks, and the service of three similarly dedicated officers proposed for life membership 
awards.    
 
5.  Grants of Honorary Life Membership    

Moved, Lindsay Oxlad, that honorary life membership be awarded to Peter Fleming, to Max 
Jahn and to Christine Venning in recognition of their dedicated service and the value of their 
contributions to the Association. Seconded, Michael Evans. Carried.  

6. Presentation of Life Membership Awards 

Ray Hickman presented Life Membership Awards to Peter Fleming and Max Jahn, 
acknowledging their and Christine Venning’s many years of substantial service.  Ray advised 
that Christine would receive her award privately. 

7.   Survey of Key Issues 

Ray Hickman outlined the thinking behind each of the superannuation or retirement system 
reforms put to members in the January 2021 Key Issues survey:  better pension indexation, 
an untaxed age pension, non-concessional contributions in retirement without a work test, 
a non means tested Commonwealth Seniors Health Card and fairer age-related valuation of 
defined benefit pensions for transfer balance cap purposes. 

Ray responded to two questions relating to the age limit for super contributions, noting how 
complex individual cases can become, and that the Association cannot provide financial 
advice. 

 



8. Treasurer’s Report 

Michael Evans outlined  the financial report and the audit report, and explained the main 
variations in income and expenditure between the 2018, 2019 and 2020 years.  These 
included the 2018 cost of website upgrading, the life and first annual membership fees  
from ex-Commonwealth members joining in the 2019 year, and the gift from SCOA in 2020. 

Moved, Michael Evans, that the audited financial report for the year ended 31 December 
2020 be received. Seconded, Lindsay Oxlad. Carried. 

Michael discussed the long-term financing of the Association, noting that printing and 
distribution of the newsletter now costs $10,000 per annum, which may need to increase by 
perhaps $2,000 if no volunteer can be found to assemble the newsletter from contributed 
articles, and we have to pay the printer to do that. Michael asked members to please come 
forward if they could help with the newsletter. 

Michael listed the components of the Association’s ongoing annual expenditure, totalling 
about $19,000.  This called for an annual income in the $20 – 25,000 range if the 
Association’s financial resources are to be preserved to seriously fight unfair future action 
by government.  

That level of income could be reached through an annual $10 levy of all members, to 
principally cover the cost of the newsletter. It did not seem equitable for only the 500 or so 
annual members to be levied without 1,000 life members also participating.   

Michael asked for later feedback on this suggestion, and for the short term proposed that 
the current subscription rates be increased. 

 

9.  Alteration to Subscription Rates 

Moved, Michael Evans, that starting on February 22nd 2021 the following fees be charged 
for membership of the South Australian Government Superannuated Employees Association 
t/a SA Superannuants: 

Annual membership                                       $20.00 
Partner annual membership                           $8.00 
Life membership, under age 60                  $360.00 
Life membership, age 60 to 65                    $290.00 
Life membership, age 66 to 70                    $210.00 
Life membership, over age 70                     $170.00 
Partner life membership                               $75.00 
 

Seconded, Lindsay Oxlad. Carried. 

 

10. Election of Officers and Committee 

Peter Fleming took the chair from James Vandenberg, declared all positions vacant, and 
read the nominations. Peter Fleming declared James Vandenberg, as the sole nominee, 
appointed as President. 



James Vandenberg resumed the chair and declared the following appointments, there being 
no other nominations. 

Vice President   no nomination 

Secretary   Brenton Pain 

Treasurer   Michael Evans 

Assistant Secretary  Lindsay Oxlad 

Membership Officer  Max Jahn 

Speaker Co-ordinator  Ian Beckingham 

Committee members  Alan Raftery, Barry Grear, Peter Fleming, Ray Hickman 

  

11. Other business: feedback on member levy 

A member suggested that this meeting was an opportunity for feedback on an all-member 
levy. James Vandenberg asked those in favour to raise a hand, and approximately 40 
members did.  Another member said it would be useful to know how many of those 
supporting a levy were life members.  A further show of hands indicated that about 25 of 
those in favour of a levy were life members. 

 

12. Guest Speaker: Mac Benoy  

Ian Beckingham introduced Association member Mac Benoy as guest speaker. 

Mac set out the many facets of the life and achievements of the “polychrome” Sir Charles 
Todd: Postmaster General for 35 years, enterprising, affable, collaborative and resolute 
public servant,  meteorologist, astronomer, electrical engineer, horologist and surveyor, 
creator of the Overland Telegraph, federalist and internationalist …… the “undeclared 
Government Scientist” of his time. 

Mac explored what it was that had attracted Todd to South Australia, and encouraged later 
South Australian civil servants as State development entrepreneurs. 

Ian Beckingham led members in thanking Mac for his absorbing presentation.     

 

13. Next Meeting 

Ian Beckingham advised that the next general meeting would be held at 1:00 pm on 29th 
March, and that the guest speaker would be Greg Pattinson, CEO of Foodbank SA.  

Meeting Closed:  2:55 pm approximately 

------------- 


