
MINUTES – GENERAL MEETING MONDAY 28 OCTOBER 2019 

MEETING OPENED AT 1.00pm 

APOLOGIES: Phil Dutschke 

WELCOME: President Peter welcomed around 50 members and guests to the meeting, making 

special mention of our now retired secretary Christine Venning who was in attendance. He 

introduced Brenton Pain to the members, and welcomed Dascia Bennet, CEO of SUPER SA, and also 

welcomed Peter Owen our guest speaker. 

Peter mentioned the approach from SCOA WA and told the meeting that we would be responding to 

their request for a representative to come to Adelaide to talk about mutual interests. 

He thanked Max Jahn for all his work in his membership role. Peter also explained to members that 

as part of our website revamp we were looking at the possibility of including a survey capability on 

our website. 

Dascia (Dash) Bennett addressed the meeting on her role as CEO of Super SA. She leads a team of 

170 people looking after the interests of around 220,000 current and retired public servants. Some 

$29Billion is invested on behalf of members. As part of ongoing strategic planning there is a renewed 

focus on staff culture and training, data upgrading, a revamped customer contact centre, online 

cyber security, a new insurance model, and dealing with the “choice of funds” options and other 

matters. Informed the meeting that as of 2020 will no longer deduct money for health funds from 

fortnightly super payments. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Ian Beckingham introduced our guest speaker, Peter Owen the director of 

Wilderness Society of SA. 

Peter showed slides and spoke passionately about the role of the Wilderness Society in its 

endeavours to improve the flow of water in the Murray, and the problems associated with excessive 

volumes of water being taken from the river system. Despite millions of taxpayer dollars spent 

improving irrigation systems, the volume of water being taken from the system has increased with 

no increase in the volume actually reaching the river mouth in South Australia. 

Peter Owen answered several questions from members and accepted a small donation cheque by 

way of thanks. 

Noted: During the meeting a member fell to the floor when the chair he was sitting on collapsed 

beneath him. The member appeared shaken but ok. 

 

MEETING CLOSED 2.15pm 

 

 

 


